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POL17/02 

Compliance with this policy is mandatory 

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy 

Policy Summary 
Status This policy is current as at August 2017. 

Purpose The purpose of this policy is to provide a framework and guidelines for the approval of 

Parliamentary Friendship Groups by the Presiding Officers.  

Scope This policy is applicable to all Members of Parliament. 

Availability This policy is available on the Parliament’s intranet. 

Policy 

Owner 

Serjeant-at-Arms, Legislative Assembly 

Usher of the Black Rod, Legislative Council 

Related 

Policies 

Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination of 20 May 2016. 

Review 

Process 

This policy is to be reviewed each parliament. 

Approval The Hon John Ajaka MLC, President 

The Hon Shelley Hancock MP, Speaker 

Date August 2017 

E17-0144-AS-2-101-1 D10515640

Volume 4 21

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT



 

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy                       Page 2 of 8                         Issued August 2017 

POL17/02 

 

Compliance with this policy is mandatory 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS  

 
1.  Objects of policy .......................................................................... 3 

2. Definitions ................................................................................... 3 

3.  Approval process ......................................................................... 3 

4.  Criteria for approval .................................................................... 4 

5.  Inaugural meeting ....................................................................... 5 

6. Membership of a Parliamentary Friendship Group ..................... 5 

7. Conduct of Parliamentary Friendship Groups .............................. 6 

8 Reporting requirements .............................................................. 6 

9.  Independence of Parliamentary Friendship Groups .................... 7 

10.  Use of entitlements and benefits ................................................ 7 

11.  Revocation of approval ................................................................ 8 

12.  Further information ..................................................................... 8 

 

• Application form (separately on the intranet) 

 

• Inaugural meeting form (separately on the intranet) 

 

• Reporting form (separately on the intranet) 

 

  

E17-0144-AS-2-101-1 D10515640

Volume 4 22

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT



 

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy                       Page 3 of 8                         Issued August 2017 

POL17/02 

 

Compliance with this policy is mandatory 

 
 

 

 

 

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy 

 
1.  Objects of policy 
 

1.1 The objects of this policy are: 

 

(a) to provide a framework and guidelines for the approval of Parliamentary 

Friendship Groups by the Presiding Officers in accordance with paragraph 1.1.12 

of the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination of 

20 May 2016, and  

 

(b)  to protect the reputation of the Parliament by establishing membership, record 

keeping and reporting requirements to enhance the accountability of approved 

Parliamentary Friendship Groups. 

 

2. Definitions 
 

2.1 A Parliamentary Friendship Group is: 

 

(a) an all-party group which has been approved by the Presiding Officers to be 

recognised as a Parliamentary Friendship Group under this policy, or 

 

(b) other parliamentary groups which have been deemed Parliamentary Friendship 

Groups, for not more than one parliamentary term, by the Presiding Officers under 

this policy. 

 

2.2 For the purposes of this policy “Presiding Officer” includes a Deputy President or Deputy 

Speaker delegated to exercise the authority and responsibilities under this policy for 

any period or purpose.    

 

2.3 For the purposes of this policy “Member” is a Member of the NSW Parliament and 

“member” is a member of a Parliamentary Friendship Group. 

 

3.  Approval process  
 

3.1  A group may apply to the Presiding Officers for recognition as a Parliamentary 

Friendship Group.   
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3.2 Applications are to be submitted to both Presiding Officers on the form attached as 

Schedule 1.  When preparing an application, guidance may be sought from the Usher of 

the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms regarding the requirements of the policy. 

 

3.3  The application must include a list of at least 15 Members who support the application. 

 

3.4 Where it appears that the purpose or proposed activities of a new group might overlap 

with an existing Parliamentary Friendship Group covering a country or region, the 

application will only be considered if it is supported by at least 15 Members and also 

has the support of the relevant consulate.  

 

3.5 Approvals are for the term of the Parliament and will lapse 90 days after the first 

meeting of the new Parliament following an election. 

 

3.6 A Parliamentary Friendship Group recognised in the preceding Parliament may apply to 

continue in the new Parliament.  If an application to continue is received and approved 

within 90 days of the commencement of the new Parliament, the Parliamentary 

Friendship Group will continue. 

 

4.  Criteria for approval 
 

4.1  To receive approval from the Presiding Officers the Parliamentary Friendship Group 

must satisfy all of the following criteria: 

 

(a) membership is open to all Assembly and Council Members; 

 

(b) the Parliamentary Friendship Group  must be parliamentary in character 

(including groups with an interest in the study of Parliament); 

 

(c) the Parliamentary Friendship Group membership must consist of at least 15  

current Members of Parliament; 

 

(d) the aims and activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group must be non-party 

political, and its membership must consist of representatives of at least 2 political 

parties; 
 

(e) the aims and activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group must be clearly 

defined; 
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(f) the Parliamentary Friendship Group must not undertake activities of a commercial 

nature (other than obtaining sponsorship for charitable donations). 

 

5.  Inaugural meeting 
 

5.1  Following approval from the Presiding Officers to form a new Parliamentary Friendship 

Group, an inaugural meeting must be held in Parliament House on a sitting day to which 

all Members are invited with 7 days’ notice.  The inaugural meeting is to be chaired by 

the President, Speaker, Deputy President or Deputy Speaker. 

 

5.2 At its inaugural meeting the Parliamentary Friendship Group  must elect a Chair, and 

one or more Deputy Chairs at least one of which must be a Member from a Government 

party and one from an Opposition party, and if the Parliamentary Friendship Group 

holds a bank account, a Treasurer. Each Parliamentary Friendship Group can decide 

whether other positions are to be elected.  

 

5.3  Each Parliamentary Friendship Group must decide whether the office holders hold their 

position for the life of the Parliament or are to be elected annually at an Annual General 

Meeting of which all members are notified.  

 

5.4 Following the inaugural meeting the Chair must complete and submit to the Presiding 

Officers the Inaugural Meeting form, providing details of the members present at the 

meeting, office holders elected, financial arrangements, and to confirm compliance 

with this policy. When preparing the Inaugural Meeting form, guidance may be sought 

from the Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms regarding the requirements of 

the policy. 

 

6. Membership of a Parliamentary Friendship Group 
 

6.1  A subscription for membership may be charged, although is not required. If a 

subscription is charged the Parliamentary Friendship Group may decide that voting 

rights be restricted to financial members. 

 

6.2 A Parliamentary Friendship Group may offer Associate Membership to former 

Members, Members’ staff and current Parliamentary Staff. Associate membership may 

be offered to former Parliamentary staff with the approval of the Presiding Officers.  

Associate members may not hold the office of Chair, Deputy Chair or Treasurer. 

 

6.3 The Presiding Officers may attend any meeting of a Parliamentary Friendship Group.  
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7. Conduct of Parliamentary Friendship Groups  
 

7.1 A Parliamentary Friendship Group must use ‘NSW Parliament’, ‘NSW Parliamentary’ or 

similar in its title. 

 

7.2 A Parliamentary Friendship Group may use the official crest of the Parliament of New 

South Wales on official documentation.   

 

7.3 A Parliamentary Friendship Group may apply for a parliamentary email address with the 

name of the Parliamentary Friendship Group used in the email address. 

 

7.4 The activities of a Parliamentary Friendship Group must not confer or be seen to be 

conferring a material benefit to a commercial endeavour.   

 

7.5 The Presiding Officers must be notified in writing of any overseas travel to be 

undertaken under the auspices of a Parliamentary Friendship Group at least 21 days 

prior to departure. The Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms will notify DFAT 

of the travel arrangements. 

 

8 Reporting requirements 
 

8.1 By 31 March of each year following approval, the Chair must submit a report to the 

Presiding Officers covering the calendar year ending 31 December, detailing: 

 

(a) activities undertaken, including a record of the dates of meetings held, 

 

(b) details of any bank accounts held and the office holders who are signatories to 

those accounts, 

 

(c) a statement of income received (if any) from subscriptions, sponsorship, 

donations or other sources; and of expenditure (a bank statement/s covering the 

period would be sufficient), 

 

(d) the current Members of Parliament that are members of the Parliamentary 

Friendship Group at the end of the financial year, 

 

(e) details of any ‘in kind’ services or gifts received, including hospitality. 
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8.2 The Presiding Officers must be advised in writing of changes in office holders. 

 

8.3  It is desirable that minutes are taken of all formal meetings held. 

 

8.4  The Presiding Officers will publish on the Parliament's intranet and website under the 

‘Members’ section a list of all approved Parliamentary Friendship Groups and a contact 

person for each Parliamentary Friendship Group . 

 

8.5 On request, the Usher of the Black Rod and the Serjeant-at-Arms are to allow Members 

access to the annual reports of Parliamentary Friendship Groups. 

 

9.  Independence of Parliamentary Friendship Groups 
 

9.1  The office holders of the Parliamentary Friendship Groups are responsible for all 

decisions made and all commitments entered into by the Parliamentary Friendship 

Groups. The Parliament accepts no responsibility for any liability incurred by activities 

of the Parliamentary Friendship Groups. 

 

9.2  Parliamentary Friendship Groups may not draw upon the resources of any of the three 

Departments, other than the usual support provided under the Rooms Bookings Policy 

for any Member booking a room. No financial resources of any Department are to be 

used to contribute to any Parliamentary Friendship Group. However, once the 

Parliamentary Friendship Group is approved, a Member's staff may provide 

administrative assistance to the activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group.   

 

9.3  Membership of a Parliamentary Friendship Group by a person who is not a current 

Member of either House does not entitle that person to any rights not held by any other 

member of the public (for instance they do not have car parking rights, nor are they able 

to use the parliamentary crest on business cards). 

 

10.  Use of entitlements and benefits 
 

10.1  The Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination of 20 May 

2016, permits additional entitlements, excluding Electoral Allowance, to be used “for 

the purpose of facilitating the efficient performance of the Parliamentary duties of 

Members”. The guidelines for use of such entitlements includes participation in a 

Parliamentary Friendship Group provided that, such group is approved in writing by the 

President of the Legislative Council and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.  
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10.2 A condition of ongoing approval of a Parliamentary Friendship Group is that Members 

not use additional entitlements to attend sporting events or cultural performances, or 

to bestow hospitality at such an event. 

 

10.3 When undertaking activities under the auspices of a Parliamentary Friendship Group, 

Members must be mindful of the Code of Conduct for Members and the Members’ 

Handbook.  

 

10.4 Members are responsible for declaring any benefit they receive as a result of 

Parliamentary Friendship Group membership where applicable under the scheme for 

disclosure of pecuniary interests. 

 

11.  Revocation of approval 
 

11.1  The Presiding Officers reserve the right to jointly revoke approval to any Parliamentary 

Friendship Group so long as the Parliamentary Friendship Group is provided the reasons 

for the proposed revocation in writing and with 21 days’ notice. 

 

11.2 When issuing a notice of revocation, the Presiding Officers must notify all members of 

the Parliamentary Friendship Group.  The revocation of approval may be cancelled 

where a Parliamentary Friendship Group is able to appropriately mitigate the concerns 

of the Presiding Officers. 

 

11.3 Failure to comply with the requirements in 7.5 in relation to undertaking overseas travel 

may result in immediate revocation of approval status. 

 

 

12.  Further information 
 

Further information can be obtained from the Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms. 

The related forms, as listed below, are available separately on the intranet. 

• Parliamentary Friendship Group – Application Form 

• Parliamentary Friendship Group – Inaugural Meeting Form 

• Parliamentary Friendship Group – Reporting Form 
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APFG Information for PremierAPFG Information for Premier

From:From: PATRICIA BRODERICK <pbroderick@bigpond.com>

To:To: "denise.bradley@premier.nsw.gov.au" <denise.bradley@premier.nsw.gov.au>

Date:Date: Sun, 17 Nov 2013 19:35:30 +1100

Attachments:Attachments: preminfo.docx (112.49 kB)

Dear Denise

Attached is information regarding the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group as you requested for the Premier.

If you need any further advice please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for all your assistance.

Kind regards

Patricia Broderick
Special Projects Officer
NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group
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NEW  SOUTH WALES PARLIAMENT ASIA PACIFIC FRIENDSHIP GROUP

The New South Wales Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group is a 
Group of Members of Parliament with a common interest in the areas 
surrounding Australia.  The Group was founded in December 1999.

CHAIRS:

Mr Jeff Hunter MP. December 1999 – March 2009 (Founding Çhair)
Ms Virginia Judge MP, March 2009 – December 2009
Ms Sonia Hornery MP, December 2009 –  2011
Mr Daryl Maguire MP - 2011  -

OFFICE BEARERS 

Chair Daryl Maguire MP
Secretary Mark Coure MP
Treasurer Jonathan O’Dea MP
Vice President Hon Shaoquett Moselmane MLC

Hon Helen Sham-Ho
Special Projects
 Officer    Patricia Broderick (since 2008. Honorary Member)

Çountries represented include:

Bangladesh, China, Cook Islands, Egypt, Fiji Islands, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Kiribati, Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Samoa,  Solomon Islands, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, 
United Kingdom,United States of America, Vanuatu, Vietnam

The Group has as its focus an opportunity for interaction of Members of 
Parliament and the Consular Corps, and a high interest in the nations 
surrounding Australia, with a particular interest in assistance to 
underpriviledged areas.

In 2010 the NSW Parliament APFG widened its interest to assist the smaller 
nations surrounding Australia with the introduction of Business, Trade and 
Networking Forums at Parliament House, Sydney.  The introductory Forum 
was opened by the Governor of New South Wales , Her Excellency Professor 
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Marie Bashir AC CVO.   Guest Speakers were Professor Ian Goulter, Vice-
Çhancellor and President – Charles Sturt University.  Mr Les Worland, 
International Marketing, Casella Wines.

The Second Forum was held in 2010 and was promoted  by the Consulate for 
the Solomon Islands.

Then in 2013 the third Trade Seminar showcased Papua New Guinea, via the
PNG Consulate.

Through these Forums it is the aim of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific 
Friendship Group to strengthen the ties and friendships constructively built up 
through the Group and to pursue opportunities for trade and commitment 
throughout the Asia Pacific Region, through the networking of business, trade 
and tourism connections, and particularly to nurture and encourage the 
smaller countries and to focus on opportunities.

EAST TIMOR

A special interest project of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group 
is the Marist Teacher Training College in Baucau, East Timor.  The aim of the 
college is to teach East Timorese teachers to go out and teach other East 
Timorese.

East Timor has a high rate of illiteracy and to successfully govern, this new 
Nation needs to be literate.  Mr Jeff Hunter MP  and the Hon Paul Lynch MP 
visited the College in Baucau. 

In 2006 the first fifty East Timorese graduated as teachers – and this high rate 
has continued each year since then.   Some of these graduates are now 
completing their Masters Degree at the College.

We have held Cocktail functions to aid the College in 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008, 1010  Guest of honour at our last fundraiser was in 2012 was the 
Hon Tim Fischer.

A number of fundraising ventures have been carried out, including 
fundraising for victims of the Boxing Day Tsunami.
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September 2007 - Following an earthquake in Togyakarta, Indonesia the 
Skyjuice Foundation, in conjunction with the NSW Parliament Asia 
Pacific Friendship Group and others, installed a SkyHydrant Water 
Filtration Unit for the Wonosari Village and assisted to provide asccess 
to safe water for the community of Kramatjati.

Relief for the cyclone victims in Samoa - fundraiser.
Support for the Bali Hati school in Ubud Bali   February 2008
PAMA Childrens Home, Khitchakhut, Thailand, June 2009
Support for housing in the Philippines
Support for the Solomon Islands
Support for Papua New Guinea

The APFG are co-sponsors to the Eyes on China Medical Mission.  Group 
of Australian doctors and nurses travel once a year to different 
provinces in China and do free cataract operations on poor people and 
they raise money from the Chinese community here in Sydney which 
goes towards the cost of equipment and lenses.   Members of 
Parliament have travelled with the doctors.

HOC MAI VIETNAM
Under the auspices of the Hoc Mai Foundation of the University of 
Sydney and the Asia  Pacific Friendship Group, a delegation travelled to 
Vietnam to witness the significant opening of a newly refurbished 
building in the grounds of a major surgical hospital in Hanoi.

Traditionally, several times a year the APFG hosts round-the-table  
gatherings of Consuls and MPs of the Group.  This in itself provides a 
Forum for strengthening the ties and understanding in our Region.

The  NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group continues to stretch 
out a hand to help - particularly to the small nations in need, who are 
our neighbours.   We do not see ourselves as a mechanism for raising 
money; we cannot do that,  but what we can do is to provide a basis 
where  people who are in the position to offer assistance may do so, if 
they wish.

Patricia Broderick
Special Projects Officer
NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group
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